Chinese Conversation Corner (Week 4, Semester 2, 2020)
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Qixi Festival—Chinese Valentine’s Day
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On the 7th day of the 7th lunar month each year, there is a traditional Chinese festival called Qixi.
This year it is on August 25t™. This day is also called the ‘Qigiao Festival’ which dates back to the Han
Dynasty. On the 7th day of the 7th lunar month, girls prepared fruits like melons, as well as burnt

incense in their yard and prayed to the Weaver Girl for skill in their domestic work.
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Legend has it that the Weaver Girl, who is also the seventh daughter of the Jade Emperor, is clever
and good at weaving. Therefore, ordinary women worship her and pray for wisdom, skill and
happiness. Later on, because of the romantic legend of Niulang (Cowherd) and Zhinu (the Weaver

Girl), young Chinese people now consider the Qixi Festival as a Chinese Valentine’s Day

Please go through https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NIn9US5xuiw for the legend.
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On the evening of Qixi, people sit outdoors to watch the stars. Chinese grandmothers say that if you

stand under a grapevine you can probably overhear what Zhinu and Niulang are talking about.
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1.824142.75 chudnzhénqgiqiio Needle-threading Competition
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Young women thread a needle which contains seven eyes (needle holes), to see who is the best.

2. E¥RMTT xizhiayingqido Spiders-netting Competition
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Spider-netting is catching a spider and keeping it in a box overnight. The next morning, the denser

the spiderweb, the more skill the woman will have.

3. FpASKRF zhdngshéngqitizi  Planting seeds to pray for children
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A few days before Qixi, mung bean and wheat are immersed in a bowl and tender shoots are grown.
Then they are tied together into a bunch with red and blue silk ropes. This process is called seeding.

It means more children, more happiness.

4. A4 RA wéiniugingshéng  Celebration of the ox’s birthday
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On this day, children pick wild flowers and hang them on the horns of an ox. This is because the old

ox helped a lot in the story and people want to commemorate its spirit of self-sacrifice.
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Nowadays, people are more willing to celebrate this romantic festival in a modern way. Lovers go
out shopping, eating, watching movies.

yuan tianxia you ging rén zhong chéng juan shi
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May lovers in the world get married!
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1. Zhonggud de gingrénjié shi nd yi tian

H U PN e] e M—x?
Which day is Chinese Valentine’s Day?
2. weishénme qIx1 jié youjido gliqido jié
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Why is Qixi Festival also called the “Qiqiao Festival”?

3.guddai qixIi jié you shénme xisu
mill AW R e s e

What are the customs of the ancient Qixi Festival?

4.qgingdu yidu gishi quegido xian
woowmE bR GREEMMILD.
Please read the poem Fairy of The Magpie Bridge.

B8l Fairy of The Magpie Bridge
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bian shéngqué rénjian wishi

ZEMRIK rouqing sishui
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lidngging ruoshi jitichdng shi
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you gizdai zhdozhdo mumu

Qin Guan  Song Dynasty

Clouds float like works of art;

Stars shoot with grief at heart.

Across the Milky Way the Cowherd meets the
Maid.

When Autumn’s golden wind embraces dew of
jades,
All the love scenes on earth, however many, fade.

Their tender love flows like a stream;
This happy date seems but a dream.
Can they bear a separate homeward way?

If love between both sides can last for aye
Why need they stay together night and day?
(Translated by Yuanchong Xu)

: https://www.bilibili.com/video/BV1QW411N7s)?from=search&seid=3492700526506346763

5. https://www.bilibili.com/video/BV1rt411n7mw?from=search&seid=3492700526506346763
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