Chinese Conversation Corner (Week 5, Semester 2, 2020)
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Mencius’s Mother Moved Three Times

—. BBF=FHIE The story about Mencius’s mother moving three times
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Mencius was a famous thinker and educator during ancient China. Like Confucius, Mencius is also a

major representative of the Confucian School.
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When Mencius was young, his mother moved home three times to find a good educational
environment for him. At first, they lived near a graveyard, where Mencius constantly imitated
people who were holding funerals. Seeing this his mother believed that this place wasn’t good for
her son’s education, so they moved to a place near a market. Here however, Mencius began to
imitate people doing business there which made his mother think it wasn’t a good place for him
either. Then she moved again, this time near a school. Hereafter, Mencius studied hard and became
a sage at last. The story of ‘Mencius’s Mother Moved Thrice’ tells us that environment can change

one’s behaviors and habits and having a good environment is very important to one’s development.
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Nowadays, many parents are like Mencius’s mother and try every way to provide a better education

for their children. They purchase ‘School District Housing’ and some even move to a different city, or
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taken their children overseas, and even accompany them while they are going to school there.
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Qing yong hanyl jidngsht méngmisangidn de gushi
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Please tell the story of ‘Mencius’s Mother Moved Three Times’ in Chinese.

. Méngmt sanqidn de gushi shudoming le shénme
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What does the story tell us?

.Ni rénwéi hudnjing dul yigeérén de chéngzhdng zhongyao ma weishénme

PRI W 6 A K HEE? A

Do you think a good environment is important to one’s development? Why?

.Ni zénme kandai xuéqufdng nide gudjia yodu xuéqufang ma
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What do you think of ‘School District Housing’? Is there ‘School District Housing’ in your own

country?
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