Chinese Conversation Corner (Week 1, Semester 2, 2020)
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Chopsticks in Chinese Culture

—.  HEAKE T, Chopsticks in Chinese Culture

1. EBIEMAZFK origin and names
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Chopsticks are a kind of eating utensil with distinct cultural characteristics created by
the ancient Han Chinese. They can be made of bamboo, wood, bone, jade, metal and
other materials. The history of Chinese people using chopsticks dates back over
3,000 years. They were called “jia” in the Pre-Qin dynasty, “zhu” in the Han dynasty,

and “kuai’ in the Ming dynasty.

2. FEETHIALAX etiquette of using chopsticks
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Used in pairs, chopsticks are straight and both have the same length, reflecting the
concepts of uprightness, harmony, and solidarity in Chinese culture. There are certain
etiquettes which should be observed when using chopsticks. Some examples are: let
the elderly or guests use their chopsticks to try the food first, do not put your
chopsticks in your mouth, do not hit the bowls or plates with them, do not point your
chopsticks at other people or make gestures with them, do not stick them upright into
a bowl of rice or noodles, do not pick and choose food with chopsticks and do not use

chopsticks upside down.
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3TN EAKE X The meaning of chopsticks to Chinese

qidi sinian

J2 it enlighten FE% to miss, to long for
chuanchéng mulin

f£ 7K pass down, inherit 541 get along with one’s neighbors
mingli shduwang

BH4L understand etiquette 572 to keep watch, on guard
guanai ganén

X9 love and care J& A being thankful & feel grateful

. BT, Please talk about the below questions.

zhonggud rén yong kudizi de lishi ydu dudjit
LoE N H BT W/ 2R 7

How long have Chinese people been using chopsticks for?

kuaizi de gita mingchéng shi shénme weishénme
2. HET Oy A 4R eta?r a2

What have chopsticks been called previously? Why?

3. shiyong kuaizi de shihouyinggdi zhuyl shénme
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What should to pay attention to when using chopsticks?

4.gingni tdntan kudizi dui zhonggud rénde vyiyl
W RRiR BT E AN B B

Please talk about what chopsticks mean to Chinese people.
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