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CLTASA 
 

President’s Report, May 2008 
 

Jenny Jin 
 

We experienced a very successful term one, and I want to thank all of the members 
who contributed to the success. The enthusiasm of members is inspiring, and we have 
achieved a great deal. Our CLTASA activities are not only reported within the 
community sector, but have also been reported in the newspapers, which has raised 
the profile of Chinese language and culture teaching in South Australia. It goes to 
show what I wrote in the opening letter to all Chinese teachers at the beginning of the 
year; “Many hands make light work”. We have now seen the results of the activities 
of all of those hands. 
 
I want to especially thank the committee members, who have supported me at all 
times. The Committee has worked as a team, and that teamwork has contributed in no 
small way to our success. 
 
In second term: 
·  We have conducted a second professional development workshop for teachers 

of Chinese involving teaching methodology and teaching experience.  
·  With the Confucius Institute at the University of Adelaide, we jointly 

presented the 2008 Chinese Speaking Competition.  
·  We have finalised arrangements for a Chinese Cultural Experience day on 

Saturday 7th June.  
·  The second issue of the CLTASA Newsletter will be published in Week 8.  
·  We have received sponsorship money from the ACMA (Australian Chinese 

Medical Association (SA) for the 2007 Chinese awards, and we are awaiting 
the ACMA’s response to our application for continuing funding for the 2008-
2010 period.   

·  We received two grants from CEASA, one for primary school resources and 
the other for support for the background speakers’ level new themes.  

·  We working together with the CLCSA (Chinese Language Curriculum Studies 
Association) to prepare for the 2008 State Conference, involving a working 
party of Don Bull, Kathy Purvis, and myself. 

·  We welcome a new committee member, Amy Kan. Her appointment started 
on May 24th. 

·  Membership has risen to 53. 
 
 
We have continued to build on the good work of committee members and general 
members during the first part of the year. With this level of support, we can look 
forward to a successful second half of the year. 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

 
High School Hanyuqiao State Competition S.A. 

 
Marnie Foster 

 
On May 17, 16 students and their families and teachers gathered at Adelaide 
University for the 2008 Hanyuqiao Chinese speaking Competition. This competition 
was jointly hosted by the Chinese Language Teachers’ Association of SA and the 
Confucius Institute, with guest judges Zhang Ning (Adelaide University), Lin Sheng 
(Confucius Institute) and Steven Langford (past winner of the university Hanyuqiao). 
Steven Langford was also guest speaker for the event, sharing his experiences of 
learning Chinese with the audience. Many students were inspired by his achievements 
and his passion for Chinese.  
 
There were 2 categories for entry in the competition: second language and first 
language, with 8 students participating in each from high schools across South 
Australia. All students were thoroughly prepared and they presented well in front of 
the 70 or so audience members. It was a very enjoyable event for all involved and a 
great opportunity for students to showcase their Chinese skills and gain valuable 
public speaking experience. The level of students’ Chinese was excellent and the 
judges had a difficult time in choosing the winners. The prize winners were: 
 
Second Language Learners: 1st prize: Madeleine Leung of Walford College 
    2nd prize:Vanessa Irakoze of St Aloysius College 
    3rd prize: Bremen Janarthanan of St Peters College 
 
First Language Learners: 1st prize: Alan Xu of St Peters College 
    2nd prize: Yiling Gong of Immanuel College 
    3rd prize: Annie Lin of the School of Languages 
 
Good luck to the first and second prize winners in each category who will travel to 
Canberra in July to compete against the winners from others states.  
 
It was great to have so many more students competing this year and we hope to see 
more schools involved in 2009.  
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Professional Development Event March 15th 2008 

 

 
 

The EDC at Hindmarsh was the venue for the Chinese Language Teachers 
Association of SA’s first PD event for 2008. 
More than thirty enthusiastic teachers from both DECS and non-DECS schools across 
Adelaide and nearby regions met together to share their practices, experiences and 
resources. 
New President, Jenny Jin, welcomed the group and introduced recently appointed 
DECS Asian Languages Consultant, Kathy Cleeves, who addressed the whole group, 
outlining new DECS structures for supporting LOTE teachers and sharing some very 
useful and practical resources available to teachers. 
 
As Kathy later pointed out … 
‘We are in a great time for Chinese Language at the moment; with an 
increasing range of support from government bodies, universities and 
professional associations. Be sure to take advantage of some of the 
opportunities for yourselves as teachers and your students.’ 
 

 
Following Kathy’s address, the group moved into Primary and Secondary Workshops. 
Opening Primary presenter, Lynn Davis, from Salisbury Heights Schools, shared a 
whole year unit of work based on the Beijing Olympics. Lynn’s obvious love of 
teaching Chinese and her usual enthusiastic delivery (which included puppets) 
provided inspiration to the group of Primary teachers. 
 

 
 



Highgate’s Don Bull shared a DVD he had put together of Chinese New Year 
Celebrations in Adelaide’s Chinatown. 
Vi Nhon Vuong from Magill Primary School shared some great ideas for teaching the 
New Year Festival and also showed a very entertaining video of Lion Dance 
Championships. 
 

           
 

The final Primary presenter, Jing-wen Li from Pedare College, ran a very ‘hands-on’ 
session which included oral games, songs and dances and a very useful section on use 
of ‘origami’ to help teach new vocab. 
 
 
The opening secondary presenter was Wei Huang from Hamilton Secondary College, 
who led a session which leant on the past and prepared us for the future. She reviewed 
SSABSA papers from 2002-2006 and discussed the content associated with the 
teaching of the ‘New Theme’. 
 
Then came Shiqin Hu from Tenison Woods College, Mt Gambier, who presented an 
interesting and informative workshop on contemporary Chinese literature focussing 
on current social issues in China. 
 
The final secondary presenter was Liu Fang from Immanuel College, who reminded 
us about the modern age in which we live and teach when she spoke about ‘The 
understanding and practice of teaching a new topic - internet’. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



Professional Development Event May 31st 2008 
 

 
 
The Chinese Language Teachers’ Association of SA’s term two 2008 professional 
development workshop was held at the Education Development Centre at Hindmarsh. 
Thirty seven teachers and student teachers from government and private schools 
participated in this event, which was chaired by CLTASA secretary, Don Bull, of 
Highgate Primary School.  
 
CLTASA President, Jenny Jin, welcomed participants and introduced Associate 
Professor Sheng Lin of Shandong University who is a visiting scholar at the 
Confucius Institute, and Yaojun (Greg) Zheng, from Murray Bridge High School.  
 
In the first workshop, Professor Sheng introduced the concept that the Chinese 
language is the language of measure words, which are a key difference between the 
Chinese and English languages and pose a particular difficulty for students of Chinese 
as a second language. She described the historical development of measure words in 
Chinese grammar, and used many examples to demonstrate the contexts in which the 
various measure words are used. Her presentation increased the knowledge of the 
teachers present and helped them to enrich their proficiency in Chinese language. 
 

  
 
The second presenter was Jenny Jin from St Aloysius College who presented a 
cultural teaching module based on the film, “Blind Mountain”, a 2007 film directed 
by Li Yang that is set in the context of several major social issues facing modern 
China, and showed that feudal attitudes to women persist, particularly in rural areas. 
Ms. Jin not only briefly introduced the film in both the Chinese and English 
languages, but also provided an analysis and samples of worksheets for use in the 
classroom. This session provided a good resource for background teachers and 
students. 
 



           
 

The final presenter was Yaojun (Greg) Zheng, from Murray Bridge High School, who 
kindly shared his online Chinese resource collection, which was very handy for all 
participants and gave a very practical and useful demonstration of how to make good 
use of the wealth of potential teaching resources for Chinese language and culture that 
are accessible through the internet. The well-categorised resources that Mr. Zheng 
shared with everyone will surely save a lot of exploratory time for Chinese teachers. 
His kindness was really appreciated by every participant. 
 

  
 
All three workshops were very well received, and the feedback from the evaluations 
was very positive. It is pleasing that members have been willing to share their 
expertise and experiences by making contributions to the two PD events that have 
been conducted so far this year, and we look forward to more members sharing their 
knowledge at future workshops. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Conference Registration Fees:  
(Includes morning and afternoon teas and lunch Saturday and Sunday) 
 
Special Dietary needs:   
 
________________________________   
 
Full Registration: 
Members or non-members (Schools): 
early bird:    $120 
after 10/6/08    $140 
 
Community school (Casual) 
early bird       $60 
after 10/6/08      $70 
 
Full-time employment  $120 
after 10/6/08    $140 
Part-time or casual    $60 
after 10/6/08      $70 
 
Single day rate:     $60 
Conference Dinner     $55 
Canberra Tour* (11 July 2008)   $25 
 
Payment enclosed: 
 
Registration fee  $________   
Conference Dinner  $________      
  
Canberra Tour  $________ 
 
Total:    $________  
 
*The Canberra Tour will take place on the morning of 11 July, subject to 
enrolments. 



 
Method of Payment: 
 
 

Cheque  Money order  
 
Payable to:  CLTFA Conference 2008 
ABN: 51358227533 

 
Send to your payment either to:   
CLTFA Conference 2008 
c/- Dr Fuxin Li 
P.O.Box 5270, Lyneham, Canberra, ACT 2602 
Australia 
 
Email contact:  fuxinli@iprimus.com.au  
 
or pay by direct transfer to: 
 
CLTFA Conference 2008 
BSB: 012951 
Account No: 484307809 
 

******************************************** 
Mix ’n Mingle Reception 

3:45pm Friday 11 July 2008 
 

during the 
 

Australia China Council 
Chinese Speaking (Hanyuqiao) Competition 

 
Location: ANU area, details tba  
    
 
I will you be attending the Mix ‘n Mingle Reception  (cost is included in registration) 
 
 Yes    No 
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Chinese is increasingly accepted as the most important non-English language 
for the future of Australia.  The demand from students wishing to learn 
Chinese is growing strongly across the nation from preschool to university 
levels. 
 

The resources made available by education systems to teach Chinese, 
however, are not growing in line with demand.  It is vital, therefore, that 
Chinese teachers make the best possible use of the resources that are 
available to them. 
 

The 14th Annual Conference of the Chinese Language Teachers Federation of 
Australia is being held against this backdrop, and will provide participants with 
the latest developments in Chinese teaching practice, the latest 
understandings about how students learn Chinese, and importantly, about 
assessment and quality assurance issues in relation to learning Chinese. 
 

The Conference will be held in Canberra in the Manning Clark Centre, 
Australian National University, and nearby language laboratories. 
 

The host organiser of the Conference, the Canberra Chinese Language 
Teachers Society, gratefully acknowledges the assistance of the Australian 
National University in staging this conference. 
 

   
 

Australian National Chinese Speaking (Hanyuqiao) 
Competition 2008  

  
In conjunction with the Conference, the Chinese Language Teachers 
Federation of Australia will be staging the Australian National Chinese 
Speaking Competition 2008. 
 
The competition is open to students in Years 10 and 11. 
 
The competition will be held on the afternoon of Friday 11 July 2008 in the 
Manning Clark Centre at the Australian National University.  
 
The competition will incorporate a Mix ‘Mingle Reception, the cost of which is 
included in the Conference registration fee. 
 
The Competition is supported by the Australia-China Council and Hanban, the 
International Chinese Language Council of the People’s Republic of China. 
 

* 

 



Registration �
Contact details (please print) 
�
�����#
����$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$� ����
�
	������$$$$$$$$$$�
�
Given Names: ________________________________ 
 
Preferred name for conference badge:  
 
_______________________________________ 

 
School / Organisation:  
 
_______________________________________ 
 
Postal Address:  
 
_______________________________________ 
_______________________________________ 
_______________________________________ 
 
Telephone: ______________________   
 
Fax: ______________________  
 
Email: (very important): 
 
_______________________________________ 
 
Conference venue: 
Manning Clark Centre 
Australian National University 
Map: http://campusmap.anu.edu.au   
Grid Reference: G3  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Announcement and expression of interest  

 

SA Chinese Teachers Conference 
2008  

Organised by the CLTASA, CLCSA and the Confucius institute   
 

Conference theme;  

Chinese matters- for the future 
Quality, innovation and standards in the Chinese Curriculum 

 
Time; Saturday August 23 2008 9 am – 4 pm 

Preconference Film Workshop and Dinner Discussion: Friday 22nd August 5pm-
9.30pm 

Conference venue; the Confucius Institute Adelaide 
University 

 
EXPRESSION OF INTEREST  
We now seek your input into the conference planning process, in terms of the types of 
workshops you would like to attend, and your interest in presenting a 45 minute 
workshop.  
Please indicate your interests in these areas by emailing  
Philip Wilson - Wilson.Philip@saugov.sa.gov.au, Jenny Jin - Ljin@sac.sa.edu.au or 
Andrew Scrimgeour -  Andrew.scrimgeour@unisa.edu.au, by Friday May 30 if 
possible  
Suggestions and workshop proposals will be considered at the next meeting of the 
conference planning committee.    
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Let us pray for 
the lost lives. 
May them rest 
in peace.

Let us pray 
for the 
survivors. 
May them be 
strong
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2008 CLTASA General Meeting 
 
 
Date:   Saturday, 7th June  2008 
 
Venue:  Magill Primary School 
 
Time:  2:00 pm 
 
 
 
 
 

Agenda 
 
 
 

1. Attendance: 
 

2. Apologies: 
 

3. Minutes of  general meeting held on 15/03/2008:  
 

4. Business Arising  from minutes of last meeting: 
 

5. President’s report: 
 

6. Treasurer’s report: 
 

7. Any other business. 
 

 


